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Abstract

One of the most prominent features of the Indian political system is its multi-party character
and the continuous emergence of regional aspirations within it. For three decades after
independence, there was a period of one-party dominance, but from the latter half of the 1980s,
the multi-party system gave a new direction to Indian democracy. This research paper presents
an in-depth and detailed analysis of the conflict, balance, and dynamics that arise between
'national interest' and 'regional interest' within a multi-party system. The study examines how
regional political parties carved out a place on the national stage by advancing their provincial
identity, linguistic sensitivities, and economic demands. The paper highlights that although the
aggressive assertion of regional interests has, on several occasions, created challenges such as
policy paralysis, national security concerns, and deadlock in foreign policy, it has also made
Indian federalism more inclusive, democratic, and dialogic. Ultimately, the paper concludes
that national interest and regional interest are not opposed to one another but complementary,
and that a strong multi-party democracy is one that accommodates provincial diversities while
achieving an integrated national goal.
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